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Preface

Geopoliticsis dominatingmultilateralrelationsagain.After yearsof perceivedcooperativesecurity,
the conductof geopoliticsandwith it its translationinto meansof powerthroughgeostrategyand
theuseof military forceis onceagainshapingthe EuropearsecurityenvironmentFor the moment,
this hasculminatedin the Russianinvasionof Ukraine sincethe 24 February2022. With it, the
approachto shapeinternationalrelationsthroughthe conductof cooperativesecurity has hit its
limitations, be@useit requiresat leasta minimumof sharedvaluesandaninterestin cooperatiorin
the pursuitof similar securityinterestsWhatappliesfor the Europearsecurityenvironmentemains
evenvalid for the Asia and Indo-Pacific region. Cooperativesecurty is doomedto fail, whenone
actoris not playing by the samerules or takesa fundamentaldifferent approachto international
relations.Hence,the military asa tool of politics and internationalrelationsis gettingincreasing
attentionagain. This developmenthas also intentionally and unintentionallyfound its way into
Germarforeignandsecuritypolicy. The GermanNavyis apreferredcarrierof thatchangeTheyear
2021displaysasignificantexpressiorof this developmentAfter nearlyadecadef absencérom the

Indo-PacificRegion,the GermanFrigatefi B a y sailedtideregionagain.

While the deploymentof the warshiphad no deepemilitary purpose the overarchingaim wasto
sendapolitical signal,derivedfrom Political Guidelinedor thelndo-Pacificpublishedy theGerman
governmentn 2020to articulatethe Germaninterestin the regionandto highlight its relevanceor
the international security architectureand order. If geostrategydetermires where a state actor
concentrategs diplomaticactivitiesandthe projectionof its military power,the GermanGuidelines
for the Indo-Pacific displaya first stepinto the directionof formulatinggeostrategicinterestsand
aims.Along thatline, naval diplomacyhasanincreasedelevanceasatool of foreign andsecurity
policy. The functional objective of the Germanpresencen the Indo-Pacific was to emphasize
cooperationwith like-mindedpartnersin the regionandto promoteGermanengagemenin local
securityefforts. Thus,thetourof thefrigatefi B a y #lustrat@soneof theincreasinglyrelevantasks
for the Germanand Europeannaval forcesbeyondtheir home waters,namely,to exercisenaval
diplomacyasa political instrument.Eventhe GermanChief of Navy, Vice Admiral JanChristian
Kaack,pointedout sucha taskfor the Germanfleetin arecentstatemenfor the US Naval Institute

publicationProceedings.

Now, thatthedeploymentasendedandafollow-ondeploymentor Germarnwarshigsis plannedor

2024 reflectingon thetour andthelessongo bedrawnfrom it appearsecessary.



Theteamfrom the Centrefor Maritime Strategy& Securityat the Institutefor SecurityPolicy Kiel
hasbeenfollowing very closelythe developmentsvith regardgo the deploymentsandactivities of
theGermanNavy. Throughouthelastyearstheyhavemadea greateffort togethemwith their partner
from the GermanMaritime AssociationDMB) to compileup to dateinformationaboutthe activities
andlocationsof Germanwarshipsdeployedwvorldwide.With this SpeciaEdition of theFleetTracker
thejourneyof thefrigate fiBayerroin the Indo-Pacificregionwill bereflectedon onceagainandthe
collectedexperiencesreprocessedndplacedwithin theoverallcontextof theeffortsof the German
Navy. It highlightsthe greateffort of the entire GermanNavy to balancethe deploymentwith other
significanttasksof nationaland collective defencein the North-Atlantic region. For thatreason)|
stronglyrecommendhereportandthankthe editorsandauthors.

Commander Géran Swistekis currently working athe German Instituttor International and
Security Affairs in Berlin. He accompanied the deployment of the frigate Bayern from a po

perspeave.




Mission,
Historical & Technical Detalls
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Mission
For the first time in twenty yearthe German Navgeployed in the Ind&acific Regionin August

2021, the Germahrigatefi B a y embakéd on ssevermonth 43.000nauticalmiles long journey.

CommandeiTilo Kalski and his crew werg¢asked to assurallies in the region that Germany is
committedto maintainingthe freedom of navigation and interiagial law. Simultaneouslygvery
countryshould benadeawarethat Germany is opposiranyefforts to underminéhe freedom of the

seasThe deploymentouldalso be seen as the beginning ofrieevdefencepolicy bythen defence

minister Annegret KrampKarrenbauer building on the Indd?acific guidelines from the Foreign

Offce. The <change of gover nment in the 2021 Ger ma

Ukraine spoiled some of these efforts going forward.

In order to proof that the German Naigya reliable partner and can be deployed worldwide, the
frigate fiBayerno participated in various exerci
of Aden, the vessel supported the European Union Mission to secure waterways and combat piracy,
OperationATALANTA. In the Indo-Pacific the frigate made two port calls in Australfar the first

time since trainingresselGorch Fockcalled to Sydney in 1988. Further along the journey the frigate

joined allies such as the United Kingdom, theited Satesand Japan in surveillance operations of

North Korea and ensuring the UN Embargo again$his goes to show that the German Navy is an

alliance navy, operating under international mandates as the political objective demands.

In between these muttationaloperationsit participated in binational exercissgch as life firing

exercise with the Singaporean Navy. Besides the daily drills, crew had to ensure increased health
measures to stay corona free. In February, the frigate returned safetg homeportof
Wilhelmshavenon the North Sealhisdeploymenis intendedo be the starting point of biannual

deployments to increase presence in the-ladcific region

This report attempts to summarize the journey using monthly subdivisime describing the
various missions, the exercises on board cannot be listédl detail Furthermore, lassified
missions can also not ecluded for obvious reasonhe map attacheadh¢ludes markers for the
different exercisg which maydiffer from theactual preciséocation At the end of theeport,you

will find an outlook to possible future deployments as well as the impact for Germany.



Technical Aspects and History

The frigate fiBayerno (pennant nuBlardenbukgcldss.7) i
The measurements asefollows 138,85m long, 16,70m widand a depth of 6,2m. The ship was
commissioned in 1989 and put into service in 1996 assigni @' Frigate squadron until 2006.

After restructuring of th&ermanNavy, theship was assigned to th&'Erigate squadron. Sinds
commissioimg, the frigate has had thirteen commanders. It can hold over 200 crew members on

board.

The frigate participated irvarious missions over the last two decad@diree examples are
ATALANTA, UNIFIL and Operation Allied ForceThelatterwasone ofthefirst larger out of area
missiors of the German Navy operating inthe Adriatic Sea in 1999. It included tiskelling of
Yugoslavian unitsto force a retreat of the forces from the Kesaerritories.The frigate was also
oncedeployed inUNIFIL, United Nations Interim Forces in Lebanon, in 2007. The mission goal
thereto secure the Lebanese national waters and prevent the unauthorized entry of arms into Lebanon.
In the following yearsthe frigate also participated in ATALANTAeveral timedefore its Inde

Pacific deployment in 2021n 2016, sheevenserved as countgriracy task force flagship to then

Rear Admiral Jan Christian Kaack, who assurmisdnost recent position as Chief@érman Navy

in March 2022.

The ship primarily designedfor antisubmarine warfareis equipped with different technology
ranging from armament to climate observation tools. It is capable of aindraft, submarine, and
shipwarfare which leads to thpossession of different missilesich as NSSM type guided missiles
operated by a VLS Mk41 and RGB# Harpoonsas well advk46 typetorpedoesn addition to its
main 76mm Compact batterxdditionally, the ship carries two helicopters of thge SeaLynx

Furthermore, the ship carsi@#5 drift buoys, whiclcollect meteorological and oceanographical data.
The buoys reinforce the Global Drifter Program, which is a worldwide close network to measure and
observe, among other things, the weather and ocegpetatare.Throughoutthe pandemic the
network could not be resupplied as usually. The buoys have a service life of roughly twaryéars,
with the pandemic already goimg for more than 1.5 years, the resupply byiiBayerro was very
important. The laurithappened in the north western Indian Ocean, a normally less frequented route,

increasing the overall importance of the mission even more.
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Overview of the Journey



